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Rock Band “Hinder” Pays Tribute to Wounded Warriors

By PO3 Robert Mendoza
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center Public Affairs

LANDSTUHL REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER, Germany – Known for their international top hit single Lips of an Angel and record-selling album Take It to the Limit, the five contemporary artists who together are known as “Hinder” visited Wounded Warriors at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center on June 5. Also joining Hinder were members from their opening band “Ember.”

Escorted by Navy Commander (Dr.) Fred Lindsay, the popular entertainers encountered numerous fans in the halls and wards of the hospital during their visit. Two of those band enthusiasts assigned to the Army’s 10th Mountain Division, Sgt. Emily Bentley, a Moorhead, Minn., native, and Private 1st Class Dean Baker from Vancouver, Wash., said they were impressed with the humble demeanor of the trendy special visitors after the opportunity to greet them at the nearby USO Warrior Center.

Bentley said Hinder “epitomizes the rock star image” with their pinup style and presentation, yet observed how “well-grounded and normal” they seemed after meeting them.  She was excited about attending a live performance later that evening at Ramstein Air Base.  Equally appreciative of Hinder’s presence was Baker, himself once an aspiring musician in the same hard rock/metal genre, who said “being in the presence of these celebrities is very cool.”

Handing out signed commemorative compact discs, posing for individual pictures and engaging in frequent conversations, Hinder also enjoyed the cooking hospitality of the USO staff while surrounded by appreciative uniformed fans.  

Drummer Cody Hanson expressed his gratitude for spending time with servicemembers who “give so much” and witnessing firsthand “how the spirit of these guys is not broken,” which he movingly referred to as “truly admirable.”  

Fellow band member and lead vocalist, Austin Winkler, echoed Hanson’s sentiments, describing his cordial interaction with the patients as “amazing.” He admitted initially being “nervous” over the prospect of meeting some of America’s Wounded Warriors; however, he seemed overtaken by the sense of having the “honor to meet these patients who just recently were out there fighting for our freedom.”

This was the second of six European tour stops for Hinder and Ember, co-sponsored by Armed Forces Entertainment and Navy Entertainment.
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Members of the rock band "Hinder" meet June 5 with Wounded Warriors at the USO Warrior Center at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, Germany. (U.S. Army Photo/PO3 Robert Mendoza)
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Members of the rock band "Hinder" pose June 5 with Private 1st Class Dean Baker at the USO Warrior Center at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, Germany. (U.S. Army Photo/PO3 Robert Mendoza)
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