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Dedication Ceremony for USO Warrior Center at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center
LANDSTUHL REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER, Germany – An opening ceremony for the USO Warrior Center at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center is scheduled for 2 p.m. on Oct. 21.

The ceremony will include speeches by USO officials, principal donors and military officials, followed by a ribbon cutting ceremony and tour of the facility. Media interested in covering the event should contact LRMC Public Affairs no later than 1 p.m. on Oct. 20.  

Background information on the USO Warrior Center: 

An initial request for a facility to serve outpatient wounded servicemembers at LRMC was received in the fall of 2007 following the move of the Military Transient Detachment (MTD) from Kleber Kaserne to the Landstuhl Regional Medical Center.
During their brief time as outpatients at the MTD, which can serve up to 120 Wounded Warriors, the Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines who have arrived from Afghanistan and Iraq are medically assessed to determine whether they can be treated and return to duty, or require more definitive care in the United States. About 5,000 Wounded Warriors resided last year at the MTD in one of the two former billeting buildings at LRMC.

The Warrior Center is a 2,400-square-foot facility located between the two MTD buildings. The Warrior Center is intended to provide Wounded Warriors with that special touch of home that the USO is so well known for among its more than 130 facilities around the world that are used more than 5.3 million times each year by servicemembers and the family members. 
The USO Warrior Center features:

· A comfortable "living room" style lounge area furnished with reclining sofas and chairs and a 50-inch plasma screen television offering a full range of American television channels and sporting events via cable television.  A wide selection of current DVDs is also available.

· A fully equipped kitchen complete with a kitchen counter where Wounded Warriors can sit and enjoy coffee, soft drinks and snacks while watching their favorite sporting events or other programs on a flat screen television.  Special snacks and holiday meals will also be prepared by USO staff and volunteers.
· A bistro seating area where Wounded Warriors can meet, relax, read, play board games or use a laptop to connect to the free Wi-Fi which is available throughout the center.

· A Cyber Café with eight notebook computers outfitted with webcams, headsets and microphones to facilitate communication with loved ones via e-mail or teleconferencing.

· Two hard-wired telephone stations and six cordless telephones.
· A five-station Xbox 360 video gaming room that features individual gaming televisions for four stations and one large wall-mounted LCD television gaming offering current top-rated video games, the newest peripherals on the market, and the opportunity for multiple players to compete as a team against another team via the internet. The hi-tech gaming room, connected via multiple high-speed internet lines, allows gamers in the room to compete with each other as well as with friends and family worldwide.  

· A multipurpose room equipped with a Nintendo Wii gaming system and all the latest peripherals, a 46-inch wall-mounted LCD television and a web camera.  Sectional tables and chairs can easily be configured into a scenario enabling worldwide video calling and conferencing.  The USO’s United Through Reading Program will also be offered from this multipurpose room, allowing Wounded Warriors to send sounds and images of themselves reading books to their children back home.
· An outdoor patio that will allow Wounded Warriors to enjoy nice weather and barbeques during the summer months.

· A caring staff of USO employees and volunteers to ensure a relaxing and homelike atmosphere.
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