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Landstuhl Regional Medical Center Pastoral Division Wins Patriot Award
LANDSTUHL REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER, Germany – For its “unswerving devotion to our military personnel wounded in the war on terror,” Chaplain (Col.) James Griffith accepted the 2008 American Legion Patriot Award on behalf of the Clinical Pastoral Division at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, Germany.

The annual award went on to cite the LRMC staff for its efforts to “provide spiritual and emotional support to these heroes and their families during times of great pain and suffering.  By living up to the motto of the Chaplain Corps ‘Pro Deo et Patria – For God and Country,’ the Chaplaincy has provided a beacon of hope to those who suffered the ravages of war.”
The award was received with equal appreciation. “I was incredibly honored and proud to receive the American Legion's Annual Patriot Award this year on behalf of Landstuhl's Wounded Warrior Ministry Center,” said Chaplain Griffith. “My staff puts in over 300 hours per month into this worthy project and our volunteer staff puts in over 650 hours per month caring for all the military and civilian medical evacuees from Iraq and Afghanistan.  It is a unique and challenging mission and I am blessed to serve with such hard working and compassionate people.”
The American Legion Patriot Award, created to honor selfless acts of patriotism in support of our armed forces and their families, was presented at the American Legion’s 90th National Convention.

Speaking before nearly 10,000 attendees, then-National Commander Marty Conatser provided an example of the caring service provided at LRMC in presenting the award. 

“If one needs a definition for devotion, they need only to read the March 2008 American Legion Magazine feature article about the chaplains at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in Germany,” said Conatser. “An example of this devotion to our wounded heroes was exemplified by Navy Chaplain (Lt. Cmdr.) Ronald Pettigrew. When a severely wounded soldier used hand signals to communicate to the chaplain that his wedding ring was gone, Chaplain Pettigrew made it his mission in life to locate the ring, which was removed during earlier surgery. The chaplain cried when he called his own wife later that night because -quote- ‘I see how much we take life for granted.’
“But Chaplain Pettigrew was one of many chaplains and chaplain assistants who serve our wounded heroes everyday at Landstuhl. These men and women counsel our heroes, pray with them and comfort them during times of great sorrow, challenge and tribulation,” said Conatser.
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American Legion National Commander Marty Conatser (left) presents the Patriot Award Chaplain (Col.) James Griffith, Chief of the Clinical Pastoral Division at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, Germany. The Patriot Award honor selfless acts of patriotism in support of our armed forces and their families. (Courtesy Photo)
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