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New Wave of Navy Personnel to Propel LRMC Mission

LANDSTUHL REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER, Germany – Good-byes and greetings fill the hallways of the hospital as the Navy deployment to Landstuhl Regional Medical Center is coming to an end for some and just beginning for others. 

It is evident that many appreciated the extra help the Navy lends to fulfill the mission at LRMC by the many thanks that could be heard throughout the hospital.

Approximately 200 Navy personnel finished their deployment and are headed home to their families. Approximately 290 personnel are due to arrive by mid-November to join the 110 who extended for another year to help fulfill the LRMC mission. 

One of those leaving LRMC and returning home is Navy Capt. Gretchen Lamberth, who said she was eager to get back to her husband who is taking care of everything back home in Sierra Vista, Ariz.

“My husband has had to leave a few times for his job, so I know how hard it is for the one who has to stay behind,” said Lamberth. 

Leaving LRMC is bitter sweet for the occupational therapist. “I truly believe I had the best job in the entire hospital. It was very inspiring to work with the injured Soldiers. Each one touched me personally and I am grateful for the opportunity.”

Lamberth expected all her patients to be American and was surprised and honored that she was able to treat servicemembers from coalition forces, even learning to count in Romanian to motivate one of her patients. 

“I’m looking forward to returning to my normal life, but I know it won’t be as rewarding as what I’ve been doing here,” added the Navy captain.

Hospitalman 1st Class David James Huntimer knows the importance of Navy personnel to the LRMC mission very well. Huntimer has extended to serve for the third year in a row in the Deployed Warrior Medical Management Center.  The DWMMC tracks patients from Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom who become sick or injured downrange from the time of injury until after they depart LRMC.

Huntimer has a very personal connection to the Army; his son-in-law is a Soldier currently serving in Iraq. “If I’m here, there is one less Army Soldier that has to be here. I just want to help them out. They have a lot on their plate,” he said. 

Among the newly arrived Navy personnel is Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Dolnick, a DWMMC air evacuation member. Dolnick, a firefighter rescue paramedic in Port St. Lucie, Fla., was apprehensive when he heard about his job assignment. 

“At first I was disappointed because I wasn’t going to be doing hands-on patient care and I’m not really good, administrative-wise,” said Dolnick. “Now I see that it’s more than that, it’s an important job. We find the best place for the injured to receive the ongoing care they need, and we get these guys where they need to go. It’s kind of like a reinvention for me.”

Dolnick said the hard part of his deployment is missing his family. “My kid didn’t want to go to school because he was afraid he would miss my call. It’s tough, but what we do here is important and they understand that.”

Navy Capt. Charles Griffin, executive officer of the DWMMC, can sympathize with his fellow new arrivals. “I worry about some of the young Soldiers who are just married or have a new baby they have to leave, but in my case it was okay,” said Griffin. “I have been in for 21 years and my family always knew there was a possibility of deployment. They were prepared.” 

Griffin, who oversees the main functional areas of the DWMMC, said he was a bit uncertain about being mobilized to Landstuhl Regional Medical Center. 

“A Navy guy coming to an Army hospital, I wasn’t sure what to expect. The Army has been so welcoming and gracious. We all have something to learn from each other,” said Griffin. “I just really want the Army to know that they have been great. I feel honored to have an opportunity to participate in the mission and I’m ready to go.”

Lt. Cmdr. Mitchel Ideue, Officer in Charge of Inpatient Services, extended to serve his second year at LRMC.  “I really appreciate the three services. We all come from different cultures, but we all work in one culture, which is the Landstuhl culture. We all adapt to that,” said Ideue, who is deployed from Hawaii. 
The physical therapist credits LRMC for its teamwork. “What I’m experiencing here is what we all strive for in the civilian world, but in the military world it comes easier because we all have one focus, the Wounded Warrior.”
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Sgt. Charlie McCall, a patient a Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, receives physical therapy from Navy Lt. Cmdr. Mitchel Ideue.  Ideue extended his deployment for a second year at LRMC. (U.S. Army Photo/Michelle Barrera)
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