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VILSECK, Germany – While the medic is arguably the most recognizable medical Soldier, it’s actually the environmental health Soldiers that impact your way of life the most. From your lunch at the dining facility to your child’s water fountain at school, the environmental health Soldiers have you covered. 

“We are health inspectors for the Army,” said Sgt. Cole Borton, Environmental Health non-commissioned officer in charge. “Here in garrison our main focus is food service to people on post and checking the water to make sure it’s in compliance with U.S. and German standards.”

Anyone who serves food on a Bavarian post is subject to an inspection by the environmental health team. This includes: dining facilities, AAFES vendors, Child, Youth & School Services facilities, German kantines, shoppettes, bazaar vendors and even volksfest food booths.

“We’re looking at the actual sanitation of the facility and the way food is being stored, handled, prepared and served to others,” Borton said. “It’s more important than people realize. It’s one of those things you don’t think of until you get sick and it’s like wow, I really wish somebody would’ve been wearing gloves.”

Borton and his team routinely inspect food facilities on post and go out of their way to check event vendors. To serve food on post, a person is required to attend a food handler’s course offered by the Bavaria Medical Department Activity Preventive Medicine Department.

“They’ll get a certificate from us and that’s good for a year to serve on any post within Bavaria,” he said. “As a requirement, they should have their certificates of training onsite with them.”

When the team isn’t inspecting food handlers, they’re busy inspecting the water supply on post.

“We’re monitoring chlorine and bacterial content in the water,” Borton said. “DPW is the one in charge of purifying and checking the water on a day-to-day basis, but what we’re doing is running a check on their work to make sure they’re doing everything right.”

The team typically pulls 144 water samples for the Bavarian footprint to test for levels of chlorine, bacteria and fluoride each month. 

Although their inspection may make some people antsy, Borton said it can be a positive experience. 

“When we do an inspection we’re not there just to be critical of their operation and to point out how they’re doing things wrong,” he said. “We’re also there to help them learn from it and help them correct it. When it’s done correctly, it’s more of a partnership between us and the managers rather than them being dreadful of the day we walk in.”
Other missions the team tackles include: teaching field sanitation team classes, inspecting water buffalos and when downrange, collecting bugs, gathering soil and air samples and practicing rodent and animal population control.

Overall, Borton said that the behind-the-scenes work is rewarding and people should know they’re looking out for their best interests. 

“Anytime someone goes to a food establishment on post, they can rest assured that the food they’re getting was prepared in the most sanitary environment possible,” he said.  

For more information or to sign up for a food handler’s class, contact DSN 476-2041 or CIV 09662-83-2041.
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Sgt. Cole Borton, non-commissioned officer in charge of Environmental Health, prepares to test water samples at the Preventive Medicine Water Lab on Rose Barracks. The water on post is tested for levels of chlorine, bacteria and fluoride each month.

Borton and Harrison.jpg
Environmental Health Soldiers Sgt. Cole Borton (left) and Spc. Jamal Harrison test water samples at the Preventive Medicine Water Lab on Rose Barracks. The water on post is tested for levels of chlorine, bacteria and fluoride each month.
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