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[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]New commander takes reins of Hohenfels Health Clinic
By Jennifer Walsh, BMEDDAC Public Affairs  

HOHENFELS, Germany - Lt. Col. Gordon D. Mayes assumed command of the U.S. Army Health Clinic, Hohenfels, from Lt. Col. Derek C. Cooper during a ceremony June 11 here.

“The Hohenfels health clinic has a fantastic reputation and an excellent staff of Soldiers and civilians,” Mayes said. “We will continue to provide first-class quality care to our Soldiers, their families and our other beneficiaries.”

Mayes comes to Hohenfels from San Antonio, Texas, where he was the executive officer for the Commanding General of the Army Medical Department Center and School at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. 

His previous assignments include: medical evacuation officer and operations officer for the Command Surgeon, U.S. Army Central, Third Army, Fort McPherson, Ga.; Battalion S3 and executive officer, 52nd Medical Battalion, 18th Medical Command, Yongson, Korea; and commander, U.S. Army Air Ambulance Detachment, Fort Irwin, Calif. 

Cooper commanded the clinic for two years and accomplished several goals including increasing the clinic’s health metrics by 40 percent and improving patient satisfaction by 10 percent. He also started practicing the patient-centered medical home style of health care in the clinic. 

“Derek and his team streamlined the steps involved in a patient visit and asked what is best from the vantage point of the patient,” said Col. Steven J. Brewster, Bavaria Medical Department Activity commander. “This patient-centered medical home approach has the potential to revolutionize our patients’ experiences in our clinics.”

Cooper thanked his staff, friends and family for their support throughout his command.

“To my health clinic family, you are simply the best,” Cooper said. “Continue to support each other, support this community and you will undoubtedly retain the first-place ranking on the Europe Regional Medical Command dashboard that you currently enjoy.” 

Cooper’s next assignment will take him to Washington, D.C., where he’ll work for the Office of the Surgeon General.  
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