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VILSECK, Germany - The Bavaria Medical Department Activity will have three medical teams on call 24 hours a day, seven days a week to assist sexual assault patients beginning March 15.

There will be a team designated for the Grafenwoehr, Hohenfels and Vilseck area; a team for the Bamberg and Schweinfurt area; and a team for the Ansbach area. Previously, all sexual assault victims were treated at a Host Nation hospital.

“We’re trying to expand the services we offer to our beneficiaries,” said Col. Iris West, chief of medical management. 

The BMEDDAC sexual assault medical teams will consist of a physician and a medic who have been specifically trained to handle sexual assault cases.

“Our medical teams go through intensive training,” West said. “This includes both medical and non-medical training such as working with the Judge Advocate General’s office and the criminal investigation unit.”

If a person is sexually assaulted during normal duty hours, he or she can walk into their local health clinic and receive immediate care. After duty hours, the person should contact their local victim advocate or chaplain. In turn, they will contact the sexual assault response coordinator who will then contact the closest sexual assault medical team.

“Our goal is to be waiting for the patient when they arrive at the clinic,” West said. “Regardless of time of day, we want the patient to know that we’re there for them.” 

Sexual assault patients who are 12 years old and younger will continue being treated by a pediatric specialist at a Host Nation hospital. People who are sexually assaulted and sustain life-threatening injuries will also be taken to a Host Nation hospital where emergency room personnel can treat their other injuries.

“We’re very fortunate to have such capable Host Nation providers who partner with us on these medical cases,” West said. “The majority of sexual assault patients do not suffer life-threatening injuries, but if they do, I’m very comfortable sending them to a Host Nation hospital for care.”

For more, contact your local Army health clinic or visit the garrison’s home page.
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