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By Jennifer Walsh, BMEDDAC PAO

VILSECK, Germany – The Bavaria Medical Department Activity received its first shipment of the Novartis-manufactured H1N1 vaccines Nov. 10.

The Novartis vaccines, which are designated for uniformed service members and high-risk beneficiaries older than 4 years old, are now available at the MEDDAC’s seven outlying clinics in Bamberg, Grafenwoehr, Hohenfels, Illesheim, Katterbach, Schweinfurt and Vilseck.

“If you are eligible for the vaccine you’ll either receive an email, instructions from your chain of command, a phone call, or all three,” said Capt. Joseph Woodring, chief of preventive medicine. 

All uniformed service members are required to get the Novartis vaccine.  However, there is a priority vaccination list with deploying or deployed service members being immunized first, followed by pregnant uniformed service members, uniformed healthcare workers, and then all other uniformed service members.

“It’s important to immunize our service members, but it’s also important to immunize our high-risk beneficiaries,” Woodring said. “So the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense decided to extend the Novartis vaccine to our high-risk beneficiaries until the Sanofi-Pasteur vaccine arrives.” 

The beneficiaries who will have the option of receiving the Novartis vaccine include people 4 years and older with the following medical conditions: pregnancy; chronic pulmonary, including asthma; cardiovascular, except for hypertension; renal, cognitive, hepatic, neurologic or neuromuscular conditions; blood or metabolic disorders, including diabetes; and immunosuppression disorders, including immunosuppression caused by medications or by human immunodeficiency virus.

“People who do not fall into one of the high-risk groups shouldn’t worry because we will receive enough vaccines to immunize all of our beneficiaries,” Woodring said. “As more shipments of the vaccine arrive, we’ll be able to open up the vaccines to more and more of our beneficiaries. We just ask for your patience and understanding while we take care of our high-risk beneficiaries first.”

The vaccines manufactured by Sanofi-Pasteur, which are designated for all other beneficiaries older than 6 months old, are scheduled to arrive before the end of the year. As a more definite time becomes available, information will be distributed through local papers and Armed Forces Network. 

Regardless of whether or not you have gotten your H1N1 vaccine, Woodring said one of the best ways to prevent getting sick is to practice preventive measures.

“Just because you got the vaccine doesn’t mean you don’t have to wash your hands,” Woodring said. “Continue to practice good hygiene measures.”
For more information about the H1N1 virus or vaccines, visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Web site at www.cdc.gov.
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